We established a persistent infection in L 929 cells with the DA strain of Theiler's murine encephalomyelitis virus. Our studies showed that only a small number of cells in the cultures contained infectious virus or viral antigen. A role for interferon in the maintenance of persistence was suggested. Viral isolates from the cultures were not temperature sensitive, nor did they contain viral capsid polypeptide mutations or defective interfering particles. T, oligonucleotide maps showed evidence of mutation in two of three isolates.
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The DA strain of Theiler's murine encephalomyelitis virus (TMEV) produces a chronic, progressive demyelinating infection in mice (9, 15, 16) . During the infection, virus remains detectable for many months despite a vigorous host immune response (6, 16) . The mechanism(s) by which this potentially acutely lytic virus persists in vivo is unknown.
To gain further understanding of TMEV persistence, we established a persistent DA virus infection in vitro. The DA strain, designated DA w.t., was used to infect L 929 cells at a multiplicity of infection of 1 Figure 2 shows the two-dimensional fingerprints of the isolates and of DA w.t. One isolate (Fig. 2C ) had a two-dimensional fingerprint indistinguishable from DA w.t. (Fig. 2A) . Another isolate (Fig. 2B) , however, had two extra-large oligonucleotides when compared (Fig. 2D) 
